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Learning  ~  Living  ~  Loving 

the way of Jesus Christ 
  

January 22, 2023 / 8:30 & 11 am 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the 

kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this 

light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, 

or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then 

sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 
 

 

GATHERING 

 

 

Bells 

 

Prelude                      Amy Kapp, Organist 

 

Welcome and Announcements            Assisting Minister, Rick Hurt 
Welcome to worship at Trinity!  As we prepare our hearts, please take a moment to silence your electronic 

devices.  Portions for the assembly are in bold.  *Stand as you are able. 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Holy One, source of our renewal, 

C: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

C: Amen. 



2 

 

P: Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

P: People of God, 

a new thing is growing in our midst, 

a tender branch, 

a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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*Hymn   Will You Come and Follow Me?     #789 
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*Apostolic Greeting         ELW p. 138 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

Kyrie (Unison)         ELW p. 138 
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*Canticle of Praise (Unison)     “Glory to God”    ELW p. 139 

 

 
 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 

 

AM: Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into 

your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

 

WORD 

 

 

First Reading    Isaiah 9:1-4       Sophia & Corey Leimer (8:30) 

                       Elaine Ek (11) 

 

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian military 

forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled 

appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God 

will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the 

way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 27:1, 4-9  (read responsively)         Sophia & Corey Leimer (8:30) 

                              Elaine Ek (11) 

The LORD is my light and my salvation. (Ps. 27:1) 

 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of  

        the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
 5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 

 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make 

        music to the LORD.  
 7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 

 8My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18         Sophia & Corey Leimer (8:30) 

                           Elaine Ek (11) 

 

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. 

Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. 

Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s 

salvation. 

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 

agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 

same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, 

my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to 

Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of 

you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did 

baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 
17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so 

that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

 

 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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*ALLELUIA (Unison)        ELW p. 142 

 

 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*Gospel:   Matthew 4:12-23     Pastor Heather Lubold, Local Interim 

 

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims 

the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and 

made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had 

been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

 16the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

 

 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 

his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, 

and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he 

went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 

with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and 

their father, and followed him. 

 

 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of 

the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

Please be seated. 
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Time with the Children                  Pastor Heather Lubold 

 

 

Sermon         Pastor Heather Lubold 

 

 

*Hymn             ELW 494 

 
 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Baptism        (see insert) (11) 

 

Madison Grace Mertz, daughter of Joseph and Kaitlin Mertz 
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*The Apostle’s Creed         (8:30) 

 

AM: With the whole church, let us profess our faith: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

  the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

  the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of the People of God 

Each petition concludes with: 

AM: Merciful God, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

 

After the final petition, the prayers conclude with: 

AM: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 

Christ crucified. 

C:  Amen 

 

 

*The Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always: 

C: And also with you. 

 (As God has brought us peace through Jesus Christ, we now turn to one another and share the same 

gift of peace, saying to one another: “Peace be with you.”)  

 

Please be seated. 

 

We Give Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 

 

Voluntary at the Offering   “City of God”   Sanctuary Choir (11) 

Lyrics: 
Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep! A new day is dawning for all those who weep. 

The people in darkness have seen a great light.  The Lord of our longing has conquered the night. 

 

Refrain 

Let us build the city of God.  May our tears be turned into dancing! 

For the Lord, our light and our love, has turned the night into day! 

 

God is light; in him there is no darkness.  Let us walk in his light, his children one and all. 

 

O comfort my people; make gentle your words. Proclaim to my city the day of her birth. 

O city of gladness, now lift up your voice! Proclaim the good tidings that all may rejoice! (Refrain 
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The Offertory    “Create in Me a Clean Heart”     #186 

Remain seated. 

 

 
 

Offering Prayer 

 

AM: Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
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MEAL 

 

The Great Thanksgiving            ELW p. 144 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer Altar Missal p. 295  #6 

P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ… 

 …be all honor and glory in your Holy Church, both now 

 and forever: 

C: Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Let us pray with confidence to the Father, 

in the words our Savior Christ has taught us: 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  

Amen.  
 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

P: Come and taste the joy of God! 
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Lamb of God (Unison)        ELW p. 146 

 

 

The Holy Supper 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please come forward when invited by the Pastor. Empty cups (for wine) will be in the trays located by the front 

pew. The Communion Assistant will fill your cup with wine. Gluten-free wafers and cups filled with juice are in 

the center of the tray. The Pastor will offer the bread. Children who haven’t received their first Communion, 

may come forward with hands folded to receive a blessing by the Pastor. Return to your pew by the side aisle. 

Place your empty cups in the container at the end of the front pew. 

 

Communion Song            “Let All Mortal Flesh”    # 490 

 

*The Post Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you/us and keep you/us in God’s 

grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

*Prayer After Communion 

AM: Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING 

 

*Blessing 

P:  May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ fill you with every spiritual blessing: 

C:  Amen. 

P:  May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus: 

C:  Amen. 

P:  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit: 

C:  Amen.  
 

 

*Hymn  “Here I am, Lord       #574 

 

 

*Dismissal 

AM: Go in peace.  Follow the way of Jesus. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. Copyright permissions granted under License #s CCLI884651, SAS009327 and One License A-713889. 

 

 


