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Learning  ~  Living  ~  Loving 

the way of Jesus Christ 
  

May 11, 2025 / 8:30 & 11 am 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was 
true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the 
Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Bells 
 

Welcome and Announcements   
Welcome to worship at Trinity!  As we prepare our hearts, please take a moment to silence your 
electronic devices.  Portions for the assembly are in bold.  *Stand as you are able. 
 

Prelude           Michael Salmon, Guest Organist 
 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness          ELW p. 116 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 
and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your 
Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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*Hymn                                 #414 

  
 
 

*Apostolic Greeting 
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
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*Kyrie (Sung Responsively)       ELW p. 147 
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*Canticle of Praise (Unison) “This is the Feast”    ELW p. 149 
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*Prayer of the Day  
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
AM: Let us pray. 

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in 
everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-
pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

WORD 
  
First Reading: Acts 9:36-43    Scott Peterson (8:30) / Karen Rasmussen (11) 

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and 
her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and 
died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. 
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. 
When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near 
Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the 
request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and 
when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, 
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with 
them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the 
body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat 
up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he 
showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the 
Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
  
 
Psalm: Psalm 23  (prayed responsively)      Scott Peterson (8:30) / Karen Rasmussen (11) 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
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 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the  LORD forever.  
 
 
Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17     Scott Peterson (8:30) / Karen Rasmussen (11) 

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb 
who vanquishes sin and suffering. 

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud 
voice, saying,  
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing,  
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he 
said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
L: The Word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation (Unison)        ELW p. 151 

  

  
  
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
*Gospel: John 10:22-30       Pastor Larry Kemp 

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father 
are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be 
snatched from his hand. 

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and 
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered 
around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The 
works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you 
do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 
28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my 
hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out 
of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 Please be seated. 

 
Sermon     Pastor Larry Kemp 
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*Hymn             #789 

  
 
 

*The Nicene Creed  
 
AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
C:   We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 
and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
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  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  
  Amen.  
 
 
*Prayers of the People of God 
Each petition concludes with: 
AM:  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great. 
 
After the final petition, the prayers conclude with: 
AM: We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 

with us, in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
 C:   Amen. 
 
 
 
*The Peace 
 
P: The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always. 
C:   And also with you. 
 
(As God has brought us peace through Jesus Christ, we now turn to one another and share the 
same gift of peace, saying to one another: “Peace be with you.”) 
  
 
Please be seated. 
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We Give our Gifts, Tithes and Offering 
 
Voluntary at the Offering           Michael Salmon 

 
*The Offertory  

   
 
 
*Offering Prayer          ELW p. 144 
 
AM: Let us pray. 

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts 
we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this 
meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

C:  Amen. 
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MEAL 

  
*The Great Thanksgiving        ELW p. 144 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
*The Proper Preface 
 
P:   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy          ELW p. 144 
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*Prayer of Thanksgiving             ELW p. 111 
 
P:  Blessed are you, 

O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heaves and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and 
honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
And gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
And gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With the bread and the cup we remember our Lord’s Passover 
From death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P:  O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P:  Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe the new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
Burning with justice, peace and love. 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P:   Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, with the 

earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C:  Amen 
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*The Lord’s Prayer            ELW p. 145 
 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
*Lamb of God (Unison)         ELW p. 154 
 

  
  
 Please be seated. 
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The Holy Supper 
 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please come forward when invited by the Pastor. Empty cups (for wine) will be in the trays located 
by the front pew. The Communion Assistant will fill your cup with wine. Gluten-free wafers and 
cups filled with juice are in the center of the tray. The Pastor will offer the bread. Children who 
haven’t received their first Communion, may come forward with hands folded to receive a blessing 
by the Pastor. Return to your pew by the side aisle. Place your empty cups in the container at the 
end of the front pew. 
 
 

Communion Song  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”     #502 
 
 

*The Post Communion Blessing 
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace.  

C:  Amen. 
 

 
*Prayer After Communion           ELW p. 146 
 
AM: Let us pray. 

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us.  Send us now to tell 
of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and 
weary world. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
 

 SENDING 
 

*Blessing 
 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
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*HYMN           # 427 

 
 
 

*Dismissal 
 
AM:  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
Postlude          Michael Salmon 
 
 
Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. Copyright permissions granted under License #s CCLI884651, SAS009327 and One License A-
713889. 
 


