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Learning  ~  Living  ~  Loving 

the way of Jesus Christ 
  

August 3, 2025 / 10 am 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the 
“unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. 
We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged 
to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of 
the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Bells 
 

Welcome and Announcements   
Welcome to worship at Trinity!  As we prepare our hearts, please take a moment to silence your 
electronic devices.  Portions for the assembly are in bold.  *Stand as you are able. 
 

Prelude “Lift High the Cross” arranged by Cindy Berry    Amanda Gentzel, Organist 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness          ELW p. 116 
 

P:    Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C:   Amen. 
 
P:   God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P:  Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
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P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

*Hymn                                 #681 
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*Apostolic Greeting 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you. 
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*Canticle of Praise (Unison)       ELW p. 139 

 
 

*Prayer of the Day  
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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AM: Let us pray. 
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us 
to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what 
is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

WORD 

  
First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23    Karen Ojerholm 

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth 
turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is 
good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 

 2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 
  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 
  12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to seek and to 
search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God 
has given to humans to be busy with. 14 I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun, 
and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 
 2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to my 
successor, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be master of all 
for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20 So I turned and 
gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21 because 
sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be 
enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do 
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23 For all their 
days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. 
This also is vanity. 
 
L:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm: Psalm 49:1-12  (prayed responsively)          Karen Ojerholm 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom. (Ps. 49:3) 

 1 Hear this, | all you peoples; 
  give ear, all you who dwell | in the world, 
 2 you of high de- | gree and low, 
  rich and | poor together. 
 3 My mouth shall | speak of wisdom, 
  and my heart shall meditate on | understanding. 
 4 I will incline my ear | to a proverb 
  and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.  
 5 Why should I be afraid in | evil days, 
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  when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me, 
 6 the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess, 
  and boast of | their great riches? 
 7 One can never re- | deem another, 
  or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life; 
 8 for the ransom of a life | is so great 
  that there would never be e- | nough to pay it, 
 9 in order to live forev- | er and ever 
  and never | see the grave. 
 10 For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish 
  and leave their wealth to those who come | after them. 
 11 Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to | 
generation, 
  though they had named lands af- | ter themselves. 
 12 Even though honored, they cannot | live forever; 
  they are like the | beasts that perish.  
 

 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11      Karen Ojerholm 

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their 
old clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a 
life shaped by God’s love in Christ. 

1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the 
things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of God 
is coming on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once followed, 
when you were living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, 
malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing 
that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with 
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 
11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all! 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.  

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation (Unison)        ELW p. 142 

  

  

  

P: The holy gospel according to Luke 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

*Gospel: Luke 12:13-21      Pastor Christina Hogue 

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying 
the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 

13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 
over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a 
parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What 
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being 
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with 
those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 Please be seated. 

 

 

Sermon      Pastor Christina Hough 
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*Hymn             #515 

 
 

*The Apostle’s Creed         ELW p. 105 

 

AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of the People of God 

Each petition concludes with: 

AM:  Let us pray. 

C:   Have mercy, O God. 
 

After the final petition, the prayers conclude with: 

AM: Into your hands, Gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 C:   Amen. 
 

*The Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:   And also with you. 
 

(As God has brought us peace through Jesus Christ, we now turn to one another and share the 
same gift of peace, saying to one another: “Peace be with you.”) 
  
Please be seated. 
 

We Give our Gifts, Tithes and Offering 
 

Voluntary at the Offering       "Jesus Christ the Apple Tree"    Festival Choir 
by Elizabeth Poston 

 
 

1.The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit, and always green: 
The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit, and always green: 

The trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ the apple tree. 

 
2.His beauty doth all things excel: 
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell, 
His beauty doth all things excel; 
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell 
The glory which I now can see 
In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

 
5.This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 

It keeps my dying faith alive; 
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 

It keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be 

With Jesus Christ the apple Tree. 
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*The Offertory  

   
 

*Offering Prayer          ELW p. 129 
 

AM: Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts; our selves, our time, and our possessions.  Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
MEAL 

 
*The Great Thanksgiving        ELW p. 144 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P:  Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*The Proper Preface 
 

P:   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
and so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*Holy, Holy, Holy          ELW p. 144 

 
 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving       
 
P:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P:  Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
  his life-giving passion and death, 
  his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
  and the promise of his coming again, 
  we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
  not as we ought but as we are able; 
  we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
  and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
  and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
  so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
  may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
  and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
  may be formed to live as your holy people 
  and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 
  To you, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
  be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer            ELW p. 145 
 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
*Lamb of God (Unison)         ELW p. 146 

 

  
  
 Please be seated. 
 

 
 
The Holy Supper 
 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please come forward when invited by the Pastor. Empty cups (for wine) will be in the trays located 
by the front pew. The Communion Assistant will fill your cup with wine. Gluten-free wafers and 
cups filled with juice are in the center of the tray. The Pastor will offer the bread. Children who 
haven’t received their first Communion, may come forward with hands folded to receive a blessing 
by the Pastor. Return to your pew by the side aisle. Place your empty cups in the container at the 
end of the front pew. 
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Communion Song            #671 

Shine, Jesus, Shine 

 

Refrain: 

Shine, Jesus, shine 

Fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze 

Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word 

Lord, and let there be light 

 

Verse 1 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 

In the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me 

Verse 2 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

So our faces display your likeness 

Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 

Shine on me, shine on me  
 

 

*The Post Communion Blessing 
 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace.  

C:  Amen. 
 
 
*Prayer After Communion           ELW p. 136 
 

AM: Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

 SENDING 
 

*Blessing              ELW p. 136 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and  ☩  give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN           # 449 
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*Dismissal 
 
AM:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude          Amanda Gentzel 
 
Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright 

permissions granted under License #s CCLI884651, SAS009327 and One License A-713889. 


