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Learning  ~  Living  ~  Loving 
the way of Jesus Christ 

  
November 30, 2025 / 8:30 & 11 am 

First Sunday of Advent 
 
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both 
Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s 
coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there 
will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we 
wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that 
strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 
 

GATHERING 
 
Bells 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
Welcome to worship at Trinity!  As we prepare our hearts, please take a moment to silence your 
electronic devices.  Portions for the assembly are in bold.  *Stand as you are able. 
 
Prelude Setting on Veni Emmanuel by Gregg Sewell Amanda Gentzel, Organist 
 
 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath     The Corcoran Family (8:30) /  
         The Irlbacher Family (11) 
 
L:  We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  Advent means coming.  We 

are preparing ourselves for the days 
 
C:  when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 

pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. (Isaiah 2:4) 

 
L:  Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
 
Order for Holy Baptism        (11:00 AM Only) 
 

P: In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to 
the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen 
humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made 
members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion 
of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
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P: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
Sylvie Grace baptized into Christ? 

 

Response:  We do. 
 
P: As you bring Sylvie to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with       

responsibilities: 
  to live with her among God's faithful people, 
  bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
  teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
  place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
  and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
  so that she may learn to trust God, 
  proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
  care for others and the world God made, 
  and work for justice and peace. 
 
P: Do you promise to help Sylvie grow in the Christian faith and life? 
 
Response:  We do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors. 
 
P: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Sylvie in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 

 
Response:  We do. 
 
The assembly stands. The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 
*P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 
C: We do. 
 
 
*Profession of Faith 
 
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the  

church.  Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 
C:    We renounce them. 
 
P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
 
C:    We renounce them. 
 
P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
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C:    We renounce them. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the candidate(s) and the assembly. 
 
P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  
 
 
*Thanksgiving at the Font 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the 
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death 
and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to 
live in you.  

 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed 
in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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The assembly may be seated. 
 
 
Baptism 
 
The presiding minister baptizes the candidate. 
 
P: Sylvie Grace is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
C: You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.  Alleluia. 
 
Clothed with Christ in baptism, the newly baptized receives a baptismal garment. 
 
P: All who are clothed in Christ have put on Christ. 
 
P: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

 
Sustain Sylvie with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized. Oil 
prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says: 
 
P: Sylvie, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Welcome 
 
P: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 

your Father in heaven. 
 
The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of the congregation 
leads the assembly in the welcome. 
 
Please stand. 
 
*AM: Let us welcome Sylvie 
C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  join 

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 
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*Hymn            #260 

 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
 
AM: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from 
the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your 
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

WORD 
 
 
First Reading   Isaiah 2:1-5                                     Mir Peterson (8:30) / Pete Luedke (11) 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a 
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community 
responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” 

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
 2 In days to come 
  the mountain of the Lord’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
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 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob, 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 4 He shall judge between the nations 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5 O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
 in the light of the Lord! 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 122 [prayed responsively]                    Mir Peterson (8:30) / 
           Pete Luedke (11) 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” (Ps. 122:1) 
 
 1 I was glad when they | said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house | of the Lord.” 
 2 Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 3 Jerusalem is built | as a city 
  that is at unity | with itself; 
 4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord. R 
 5 For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
 6 Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
 7 Peace be with- | in your walls 
  and quietness with- | in your towers. 
 8 For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 9 Because of the house of the | Lord our God, 
  I will seek to | do you good.” R 
 
Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14              Mir Peterson (8:30) / 
          Pete Luedke (11) 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s 
coming in the future. 
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11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far 
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*ALLELUIA (Unison)        ELW p. 151 
 

 
 

 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
*Gospel:   Matthew 24:36-44                                                                Pastor Larry Kemp 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change 
to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait 
expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep 
awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand 
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
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Sermon                            Pastor Larry Kemp 
 
*Hymn             #436 
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*The Nicene Creed (8:30 Only)        p. 152 
 
AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
C:   We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen 
and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come.  
   Amen.  
 
*Prayers of the People of God 
Each petition concludes with: 
 
AM: God of grace 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

After the final petition, the prayers conclude with: 

AM: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

C: Amen 
 
 
*The Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always: 
C: And also with you. 
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(As God has brought us peace through Jesus Christ, we now turn to one another and share the 
same gift of peace, saying to one another: “Peace be with you.”)  
 
 
We Give Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 
 
Voluntary at the Offering      Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus   Amanda Gentzel  

by Phillip Keveren      
NOISY OFFERING: Young children are invited to join our ushers in the collection of loose change 

by using pots, pans and colanders during this time, making a “joyful noise unto the Lord.”  
Collections this month will be donated to Lutheran Disaster Response and benefit the victims of 

recent flooding in Texas and North Carolina. 

 
*The Offertory           #186 

  
 
*Offering Prayer              ELW p. 152 
 
AM:   Let us pray.  Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the 

desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for 
the world signs of your kingdom come. 

C:   Amen. 
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MEAL 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
*Dialogue ELW p. 152 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

*The Proper Preface 
  

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,  
through whom you will also make all things new  
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 153 
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*Eucharistic Prayer ELW p. 153 
 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

  

P: With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

P: All praise and glory are yours,  
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

P: Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen.  

 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
*Lamb of God (Unison)        ELW p. 154 

 
Please be seated. 
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The Holy Supper 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
Please come forward when invited by the Pastor. Empty cups (for wine) will be in the trays located 
by the front pew. The Communion Assistant will fill your cup with wine. Gluten-free wafers and cups 
filled with juice are in the center of the tray. The Pastor will offer the bread. Children who haven’t 
received their first Communion, may come forward with hands folded to receive a blessing by the 
Pastor. Return to your pew by the side aisle. Place your empty cups in the container at the end of 
the front pew. 
 
Communion Song                 #494 

 
 
*The Post Communion Blessing 
 
P: The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
*Prayer After Communion       ELW p. 65 
 
AM: Let us pray.  God our host, 

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 
welcome the stranger, 
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

*Blessing 
 
P:  May God who comes among us, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
and good news to share today and always. 

C:  Amen.  
 
*Hymn           #244 
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*Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
*Postlude  Partita on People Look East by Joseph Bertolozzi Amanda Gentzel  
 
Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright 
permissions granted under License #s CCLI884651, SAS009327 and One License A-713889. 

 


