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Learning  ~  Living  ~  Loving 

the way of Jesus Christ 
  

September 6, 2026 / 10 am 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used 
in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to 
turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name 
of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Bells 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
Welcome to worship at Trinity!  As we prepare our hearts, please take a moment to silence your 
electronic devices.  Portions for the assembly are in bold.  *Stand as you are able. 

 
 
Prelude Simple Gifts, for Piano and Flute arr. by Ricky Lombardo    Joyce Kemp, Flute 

    Joe Dudzinski, Piano 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P: To you, O God, 
C: all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our 

sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your 
ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your 
goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of word and sacrament 
in the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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*Hymn           ELW 876 

 

 

 

*Apostolic Greeting        ELW p. 203 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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*Canticle of Praise (Unison)                     ELW p. 204 

 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
 
AM: Let us pray: 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without 
your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead 
us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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WORD 

 
 
 
First Reading:  Ezekiel 33:7-11      Mary Schmitz 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s 
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with 
the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked 
ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, 
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you 
warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions 
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 
11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked 
but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, 
for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 119:33-40  (prayed responsively)   Mary Schmitz 

I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35) 

 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 
 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain. R 
 37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
 39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me. R 
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Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14     Mary Schmitz 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes 
make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in 
store for us. 

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; 
you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in 
this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is 
far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Unison)      ELW p. 205 

 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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*Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20      Pastor Larry Kemp 

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should 
go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the 
fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But 
if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a 
one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, 
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by 
my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 
Sermon               Pastor Larry Kemp 
 
 

*Hymn     Where Charity and Love Prevail 
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*Apostle’s Creed 
 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead.* 
           On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  
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*Prayers of the People of God 
 

Each petition concludes with: 

AM: Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

After the final petition, the prayers conclude with: 

AM: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen. 
 

*The Peace 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always: 
C: And also with you. 
 

(As God has brought us peace through Jesus Christ, we now turn to one another and share the 
same gift of peace, saying to one another: “Peace be with you.”)  
 

Please be seated. 
 

We Give Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 
 

Voluntary at the Offering      Joe Dudzinski, Organist 
 

*The Offertory                 #186 
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*Offering Prayer 
 
AM: Let us pray. Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help us take heart in you and share 
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C:      Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving            ELW p. 206 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*The Proper Preface 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 207 
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*Eucharistic Prayer ELW p. 207 
 

P: Blessed are you, O God, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
You rescued your covenant people, 
led them on all their journeys, 
and taught them by the prophets. 
You so loved the world 
that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
As often as we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 

C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
P: Pour out your Holy Spirit 

in this meal, 
and make us one 
in this community of faith 
and with your people 
throughout the world. 
  
Glory and praise to you, O God, 
Author of life, 
Word made flesh, 
Power of the Most High, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 

 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  
Amen.  

 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
 
*Lamb of God (Unison)        ELW p. 208 

 

Please be seated. 

 

The Holy Supper 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
This morning, Communion will be by intinction.  Please come forward when invited by the Pastor.  
Pastor will offer instruction regarding the receipt of Communion.  Gluten-free wafers and cups filled 
with juice are in the center of the tray; those using this method should place empty cups in the 
container at the end of the front pew.  Children who haven’t received their first Communion, may 
come forward with hands folded to receive a blessing by the Pastor.  Return to your pew by the side 
aisle.   
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Communion Song                 ELW 471 

 
 
*The Post Communion Blessing 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 
grace. 

C: Amen. 
 
*Prayer After Communion 
 
AM: Let us pray: 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant 
life.  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living 
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 
we pray. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING 
*Blessing 
 

P:   The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C:   Amen.  
 

*Hymn           ELW 631 

 
*Dismissal 
 

AM: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:         Joe Dudzinski 
 
Scripture passages are from the New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright permissions 
granted under License #s CCLI2884651, SAS009327 and One License A-713889. 


